ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL PERIODS
GREEK PERIOD
THE "Question of the Straits" is one of the oldest and
most persistent problems in European history. It dates
from the dimmest antiquity of Greece: the myths of Jason
and the Golden Fleece-which were not all myths. From
the very first it showed its twofold aspect, commercial and
strategic.
The political issue of the Trojan War, in the thirteenth
century B.C., was the control of the Dardanelles. The
frail craft from the Mediterranean, working their way
slowly against persistent northeast winds and the strong
current of the Hellespont (Dardanelles), were easy victims
for those who held the stronghold on the southern shore
into which they were apt to be forced to turn for supplies.
The power of Troy was erected on this strategic-economic
fact. Forcing the Greek sailors to halt there, it brought
down to its own bazaars the raw materials and produce of
the rich Black Sea trade. The remains of many cities before
Troy, on the same hill commanding the mouth of the
Dardanelles, show that beyond the dawn of history the
control of the Straits enabled those pre-Trojan and Trojan
predecessors of the Turks to reap rich harvest of market